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Practice Paper A 
 
 An enduring issue is a problem or obstacle which countless societies have tried to solve in varying 

ways. Overtime one enduring issue in history has been the influence of Western ideas on regions 

including Japan, Iran, and China. Western influence is an example of how foreign ideas can impact the 

political, cultural, and economic systems to which they are introduced. Western ideas and influence 

posed a threat to societies, their values, and their cultural identities. 

 The impact of the West on Japan was evident during the Meiji period in the 1870s and 1880s. 

Following the arrival of Matthew Perry and the fall of the Tokugawa Shogunate, Japan initiated Western 

reforms. Shifts in transportation, dress, communication, the military, and education drastically changed 

the lives of Japanese citizens. The adoption of Western-style education concerned those anxious about 

losing the traditional values associated with Shinto and Confucianism (doc 2). The Japanese replicated 

Western style education and incorporated it into their cultural practices. The basic structure of 

education was based on the French model with a curriculum heavily influenced by the United States. 

This reflects how Western teachings were added to the field of education in Japan. Due to resistance 

from conservatives, Japan moved toward blending Oriental and Western traditions, in turn creating a 

new modern education system. (doc 2) During the Meiji era, the government encouraged foreign 

exchange in which Japanese students travelled abroad to study and gain western knowledge. Outside of 

examining Western educational practices, the Japanese studied and modified their military, industry, 

and technology. The goal of these reforms was to bring Japan into the modern era and allow them to 

compete with other world powers. The challenge of these reforms was finding a way to preserve 

traditional culture and their identity at the same time. Today, Japan’s status has changed from being a 

country influenced heavily by Western ideas to one that shares and sells technological innovations 

worldwide. 

 Additionally, western influence in Iran is clear during the period leading up to the Iranian 

Revolution. In the 1970s, conflict was sparked by some Iranians determination to overthrow Shah Reza 

Pahlavi, a leader of Iran that the United States helped bring to power. Khomeini, a Shi’ite cleric of Iran 

who went into exile accused the Shah of having too close relations with the United States. (doc 3) Some 

Iranians thought that Shah was a puppet of the United States. The Shah’s acceptance of Western ideals 

angered Iranians upset by what they saw as the corruption of traditional values. Some Iranians were 

concerned that the presence of Western clothing, shelter, food, literature, and press was confusing what 

it meant to be Iranian (doc 3). The Ayatollah Khomeini rose to fame during the 1960s by criticizing the 
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Shah. In the decade that followed, the Shah’s regime was overthrown by Khomeini and those who 

rejected the West in favor of a theocratic Islamic state. The overthrow of the Shah resulted in the rise to 

power of Islamic fundamentalists, who were more strict in their beliefs. This Islamic group believes 

western values such as materialism, greater freedom for women, and rock music undermines Muslim 

family life and religious authority. Islamic fundamentalism is prominent in modern day societies, but the 

practice of it varies. Some Muslims are tolerant of Western ways; some are not. Some extreme Islamic 

fundamentalists are linked with terrorist groups who hold anti-western beliefs. Today, Iran still struggles 

to maintain its cultural values while trying to modernize, but not becoming westernized.  

 Western influence also played a vital role in economic developments in China. The death of Mao 

Zedong, who had developed a cult of personality and commanded a large following, resulted in an end 

to many of his policies. Tensions developed over Deng’s open-door policy as some feared it might 

challenge Mao’s communist way of life. In a closer examination, China’s open-door policy resulted in the 

development of Capitalism and more open foreign trade for the first time in decades. China’s economic 

interactions with foreigners fostered economic growth that has made China a part of the global trade 

network. However, this rise in the economy backfired as Western values clashed with Chinese 

communist beliefs. Conservatives complained about the loss of cultural and ideological discipline that 

existed under Mao. (doc 4) The transition of power from Mao to Deng in China divided those who 

wanted Western capitalism and those who feared it. Deng’s Four Modernizations gave China a focus on 

agriculture, industry, defense, science, and technology. Despite advances, in 1989, the resulting 

economic problems led to the protests at Tiananmen Square and a call for democratic reforms. In 

modern days, the result of the Deng’s policy helped shaped China to become a world giant in the global 

economy. The shift from Communism to a more Capitalist system reflects an economic influence from 

the West and ultimately led to a period of modernization in China. 

 Western influence has affected the people and governments in countries such as Japan, Iran and 

China. Politically the overthrow of the Shah was directly influenced by the anti-Western ideology in Iran. 

(doc 3) Culturally, the incorporation of Western style education helped mold Japan into a modern 

society. (doc 2) The dilemmas China faced in opening the country to foreign trade resulted in a shift 

away from a strict communist policy. (doc 4), Western influence has had a major impact on how cultures 

view themselves and which traditional values they think are important. 
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 In conclusion, westernization is an issue that affected the education and economy of the countries 

affected by it. In Japan, the economy was changed to be more the western. Japanese education was a 

blend of western and traditional beliefs and morals. In Russia and China, western ways helped move the 

country away from communism and toward capitalism. 

 

 
Practice Paper A—Score Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately defines influence of Western ideas as an enduring issue raised in the 

documents (Western influence posed a threat to societies, their values, and their cultural identities) 
• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument about how the influence of Western ideas has 

affected people and has been affected by them and how it continues to be an issue and has changed over 
time 

• Is more analytical than descriptive (goal of Western reforms was to bring Japan into the modern era and 
allow them to compete with other world powers; Japan’s status has changed from being a country 
heavily influenced by Western ideas to one that shares and sells technological innovations; in the 1970s, 
conflict was sparked by some Iranians’ determination to overthrow Shah Reza Pahlavi, a leader of Iran 
that the United States helped bring to power; the Shah’s acceptance of Western ideals angered Iranians 
upset by what they saw as the corruption of traditional values; the overthrow of the Shah resulted in the 
rise to power of Islamic fundamentalists; China’s open-door policy resulted in the development of 
capitalism and more foreign trade; the transition of power from Mao to Deng in China divided those 
who wanted Western capitalism and those who feared it; the resulting economic problems led to a call 
for democratic reforms) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from documents 2, 3, and 4 (adoption of Western-style education concerned those anxious about losing 
traditional values associated with Shinto and Confucianism; basic structure of education was based on 
the French model with a curriculum heavily influenced by the United States; Khomeini accused the 
Shah of having too close relations with the United States; some Iranians were concerned that the 
presence of Western clothing, shelter, food, literature, and press was confusing what it meant to be 
Iranian; tensions developed over Deng’s open-door policy as some feared it might challenge Mao’s 
communist way of life; conservatives complained about the loss of cultural and ideological discipline 
that existed under Mao) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information that includes facts, 
examples, and details (Matthew Perry; Tokugawa shogunate; shifts in transportation, dress, 
communication, and the military in Japan; Japan encouraged foreign exchange; Iranian Revolution; 
theocratic Islamic state; terrorist groups; Iran struggles to modernize, but not become westernized; Four 
Modernizations; Tiananmen Square; China as world giant) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response focuses on how the influence 
of Western ideas poses threats to a society’s cultural identity. The response compares the historical 
circumstances presented for Japan, Iran, and China to their respective situations today, noting the degree 
of change or continuity.  
 


