
Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in Visual Arts 
Title of the Unit:  Art in Your World Number of Class Sessions: 
Visual Arts Teacher Name:  Kellyanne Simonsen 
School: John Dewey High School 

Grade / Class: 9th – 10th Grade / Introduction to Studio Art 

Unit Description: 
Students will be introduced to What is Art?  They will understand a quick overview of how art is view in the world.  The 

students will learn why artists create art. 
Big Idea of This Unit: 
Students Will Be Able To: 

• Identify the purpose of art 
• Compare and contrast sources to which artists turn for 

inspiration 
• Create visual solutions using direct observation and 

imagination 
• Compare and contrast the use of the elements of art in 

artworks 

Essential Questions of This Unit: 
Students will answer: 

• What is Art? 
• Why do Artists Create? 
• What is the Language of Art? 

Indicators of Student Learning 
CONTENT: 
Students will know: 

• Identify the Purposes of art 
• Name sources of ideas that artists might use for 

inspiration 
• Identify the elements and principles of art 
• Explain how subjects relate to works of art 

 

SKILLS: 
Students will be able to: 

• Illustrate ideas for artworks from direct observation 
• Create visual solutions using direct observation 
• Compare and contrast the use of elements of art in 

artworks 
• Identify the information presented in a credit line 

 
Learning Experience 

• Throughout this unit, student are learning the foundation of what makes art – art.  We will begin by looking at art and 
just having full class discussion about what we see and how we perceive art.  Students will be able to observe an object 
and try to explain what they see using art related terminology.  We will be to understand why art is created and why 

artist create art the way they do.  We will then begin the basic of make-up art on a canvas – the elements and principles.  
Students will be able to critique art with the knowledge of how to look at art. 

Pre- Assessment 
What do students already know and understand about this 
area of art making?   

• Students should know what a piece of artwork looks like 

What skills related to this unit have the students already 
developed? 

• Students should be able to describe in their own words 
what is art. 



Unit Assessment 
Self-Assessment:  

• Perceiving and observation of art 
Peer Assessment: 

• Student will be able to have a 
conversation about what is art, 

using jamboard. 

Teacher Assessment: 
• Checking Understanding of each 

lesson using a vary of tools (i.e. Flip 
Grid, Exit Tickets, Homework, etc.) 

Resources 
• Flip Grid 
• Quizziz 
• Google Classroom 
• Art Talk 4th Edition Textbook 
• Ed Puzzles 

Teacher Self-Assessment 
What worked well? What should be changed? Provided suggestions 

Visual Arts Blueprints Strands Address (check off which apply) 
Art Making 

 
❏      Explore art materials and techniques 
❏      Develop skills and techniques 
❏      Extend knowledge of art media 
❏      Deepen imaginative capacities 
❏      Engage in close observation and 
sustained investigation 
❏      Develop individual and global 
perspectives on art 
❏      Utilize Elements of Art and Principles of 
Design in artwork 
❏      Develop a personal style 
Cultivate awareness of the power of art to 
illuminate, inform, and influence opinion 

Visual Arts Literacy 
 

❏      Hone observational skills in 
discussing works of art 
❏      Develop visual arts vocabulary 
to describe art tools and techniques 
❏      Utilize Elements of Art and 
Principles of Design in speaking and 
writing about artwork 
❏      Read and write about art to 
gain knowledge and to reinforce 
literacy skills 
❏      Interpret artwork by providing 
evidence to support assertions 
❏      Reflect on the process 

Making Connections 
 

❏      Recognize the 
societal, cultural, and 
historical significance of 
art 
❏      Connect visual arts 
to other disciplines 
❏      Apply skills and 
Knowledge learned in 
visual arts to 
interpreting the world 

Community and 
Cultural Resources 

 
❏     Access primary sources 
in the community, borough, 
and city to extend learning 
beyond the classroom 
(including cultural 
institutions, colleges, and 
universities) 
❏      Use visual arts research 
resources in libraries and 
museums 
❏      Mine school 
community, families, and 
local business as resources to 
enhance arts education 
 

Careers and Lifelong 
Learning 

 
❏      Learn about 
careers in and related to 
visual arts 
❏      Recognize and 
articulate personal and 
professional goals 
❏      Develop a career 
plan 
❏      Gain an 
appreciation of art as a 
source of enjoyment 
and lifelong learning 

 

 


