
 

The Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in Theatre: Unit Planner 

Title of the Unit: 
    The Heathers  
by O’Keefe and Murphy                                            

Unit Dates: Oct 1-Nov 15 
  
Number of Class Sessions: 5 times 
per week, 6 weeks 

Theatre Teacher Name: TAYLOR 
  
School: John Dewey High School 

Benchmark(s):  
Developing Theater Literacy 
  
Grade/Class: All, 9-12 

Unit Description 
What will students do in this unit? (one to three brief sentences) 

 
Students will read/act out scenes from The Heathers 

Students will watch and analyze the Off-Broadway premiere of the musical from 2014. 
Students will design a set design for the show. 

Students will write a Critical Review of the musical. 
Take a quiz on the show. 

  
  

Big Ideas of this Unit: Students will understand 
that: 

·    Musicals have many moving parts: song, 
dance, acting, and designs of costumes, lights, 
sound, scenery 
Musicals are sometimes adapted from movies, 
that is source material, but writers may change 
things. 
Musicals can be rock and relatable to high 
school experiences 
Musicals can also be macabre.  
·     

Essential Questions of this Unit: 
Students will answer: 

·     
How is a musical adapted from 
a movie? 
How do you incorporate all the 
moving parts: 
actors/creatives/critics? 
How do you write criticism for 
a musical? 
How do you design a functional 
set for a show? 
 
 

Indicators of Student Learning 



CONTENT—Students will know: 
Relatable high school experiences, cliques, 
social pressures, etc 
Some other musicals, familiar with the form 
Know some of the music from TikTok 
actually! 
May know the 1988 cult classic film 

SKILLS—Students will be able to: 
·    Analyze a musical using the 
script and a bootleg of the 
production 
Write a critical review 
Design a scenic design for this 
show 
Read parts of the play as actors 

Theatre Blueprint Strands Addressed 
(Highlight ONLY the components being assessed) 



Theater Making 
  
  
■ Develop Theatrical 
Skills and Techniques 
  
■ Acting/Performing 
  
■Playwriting/Playmaki
ng/ Devising 
  
■ Directing 
  
■ Designing & 
Technical Theater 
  

Developing 
Theater 
Literacy 
  
■ Understand 
Theater as a 
Means of 
Expression and 
Communicatio
n 
  
■ Understand 
& Interpret 
Dramatic Text 
  
■ Apply 
Theater 
Vocabulary, 
Terminology 
and Symbols 
  
■ Analyze, 
Critique and 
Respond to 
Theater 
Performance 
  
■ Identify and 
Compare 
Theater Styles, 
Genres, Major 
Works and 
Artists 
  

  

Making 
Connections 
  
■ Understand 
Theater 
History and 
the Social and 
Cultural 
Significance of 
Theater 
  
■ Connect 
Theater to 
Other Arts and 
Disciplines 
  
■ Utilize 
Technology in 
Connection 
with Theater 
  
■ Connect 
Theater to 
Personal 
Experience, 
Community 
and Society 
Through 
Exploration of 
Ideas, Culture 
& History 

  

Communit
y and 
Cultural 
Resources 
  
■ Partner 
with 
Community 
and Cultural 
Institutions, 
Other 
Schools & 
Higher 
Education 
  
■ Use 
Theater 
Research 
Resources 
(Archives, 
Online, 
Libraries, 
Museums, 
etc.) 
  
■ Perform in 
the 
Community 

  

Careers 
and 
Lifelong 
Learning 
  
■ Learn 
About 
Careers in 
and 
Related to 
Theater 
  
■ Set 
Career 
Goals & 
Develop a 
Career 
Plan 
  
■ Explore 
& Value 
Theater as 
a Source of 
Enjoyment 
and 
Lifelong 
Learning 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

      

  

Learning Experiences 
(Briefly describe each experience) 



·   Lesson 1: Who, What, Where’s of Heather’s 2014 premiere 

·   Lesson 2: Characters/Actors, Plot, the movie, the music 

·   Lesson 3: Reading/viewing/analyzing the musical 

·   Lesson 4: Critical review, scenic design 

  

Pre-Assessment 

What do students already know and 
understand about this area of Theatre 
Making? 
·    Students already know some 
musicals, but for most, this one is new 
and modern 
     Some students have put on shows 
with us after school before, and 
understand the many elements that 
make up a show 

What skills related to this unit have 
students already developed? 
·    They are used to doing Daily 
Questions, and now I will ask tomorrow 
about something that happens in the 
play today. 
     Students are somewhat aware of 
careers in the arts, aside from acting, 
but each show elucidates more 
    Students know the design elements 
are costumes, lighting, scenery, sound 
design, and stage management. 

Unit Assessments 
Examples: Performance task with checklist, peer observation with feedback protocol, 

student self-assessment form 
videotape of student work with scoring rubric, test with grading system, student journal 

writing coded for vocabulary 

Self-Assessment 
Write the critical review, 
as if you are a real theatre 
critic·     

Peer Assessment 
View each other’s 
Scenic Designs and 
give feedback·     

Teacher Assessment 
Daily Questions 
Scenic Designs 
Critical Review 
Quiz 

    



 

Teacher Self-Assessment / Reflection Strategies 

What worked well? 
      The students already knew some 
songs made famous on TikTok 
     The students really like that it 
explores teenage angst in a 
creative/unusual way 
     The students really like the music 

What should be changed? Provide 
suggestions. 
      I wish we could stage scenes/songs 
from the show. 
    I might have them choreograph a dance 
number, or stage a song with a small 
group. 

 

Materials and Resources 
(Books, music, articles, websites, etc.) 

·    PDF script of the musical The Heathers by O’Keefe and Murphy 
     Bootleg video of the premiere at New World Stages, starring Barrett Wilbert Weed 
     Critical Reviews by NY Times, Broadway.com, and Playbill.com 
      

  
 


