
Syllabus: Introduction to Theatre  
Term: Fall 2020 
Instructor: Maria Taylor
mtaylor11@schools.nyc.gov 
mtaylor@johndeweyhighschool.org 
 
Course Description: We will explore theatre, through theory, history and application of technique. The 
career opportunities beyond the stage are vast. Study will range from classical texts like Elizabethan & 
Greek Drama to contemporary works like musical theatre and creating your own original plays.  In 
Theatre, we use our bodies and voices to convey a story. This is not going to be a sit and read class. You 
will be up on your feet, creating, almost every day. Participation (TRYING) is the key to success in my 
class. Last but not least, enjoy yourself and have fun.  

Students will  
-use physical and vocal exercises to hone the actor’s instruments 
-identify and analyze various genres of theatre 
-collaborate with others to explore works/create new works 
-compare and contrast various genres/time-periods/playwrights 
-identify various styles and techniques  
-be exposed to various career paths in the entertainment industry  
-create their own short play, through the process of writing, casting, staging and performing 
 
Grading based on:  
Attendance/ Punctuality……… ……………………………………………………………………   30% 
Warm Up Participation……………………………………………………………………………..   25% 
Written work……….……………………………………………………………………..………….   15% 
Scenework……………………………………………………………………………………………   15% 
Final Performance Project.……………………………………………………………………….   15% 
 
Expectations: Attendance counts. If you miss class, you will find our work in our Google classroom. 
Please advise me of any issues you may be experiencing, at home or in school or otherwise, that might 
affect your work. Theatre is a collaborative effort, and any time spent away from our ensemble is not 
conducive to creation. Participation in the full class discussion and any group work is required for a good 
grade. Any cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a call home and FAILURE of the 
assignment. In college, plagiarism will get you kicked out. In real life, you will be sued.  

Google Classroom: We will be using your laptop or device daily, so always bring it to school and back 
home with you. We will not be using much paper this year, so be prepared to submit your writing 
assignments online. We will also read other classmates work often, so come ready to give constructive 
feedback online or in person. Feedback is the best way to hone your writing.  

Physical Classroom: Because of COVID-19, we must keep physical distance from one another. You will 
enter through the front door and exit through the backdoor every time. You must wear your mask at all 
times. Seats will skip two desks between students. I must keep the air conditioners on and windows open 
as much as possible. Please wash your hands often or use hand sanitizer when you cannot wash. And if 
you are sick, PLEASE STAY HOME! 
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THEATRE CURRICULUM PLAN- Subject to change  
 
Unit 1: Ensemble Building 

Terminology, Inquiry, Warm Ups, Collaboration, Tableaux, Director/Actor 
 
Unit 2: A Brief History of Theatre 

Greeks, Elizabethan, Farce, Realism, Absurdism, Post-Modern, Contemporary, Musical 
Theatre 
 

Unit 3: Technical Theatre 
Design, Aesthetics, Theatre Magic, Lights, Sound, Scenery, Costumes, Tools 

 
Unit 4: Playwriting 

Aristotle’s Arc of Dramatic Structure, Monologue, Scene, Improvising to Generate, 
Workshopping 
 

Unit 5: Musical Theatre 
American Artform, Vaudeville, Show Boat, R&H musicals, My Fair Lady, Singin’ in the 
Rain, Sondheim, Disney  
 

Unit 6: Business of the Business 
Auditions, Agents/CDs, Commercial, Film/TV/VO, Stage, Taxes, Branding Yourself 
 

Unit 7: Rehearsal/ Performance 
Rehearse collaboratively and finally perform your piece; Reflections 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


