
Syllabus: Playwriting/History of Theatre 
Term: FALL 2020 
Instructor: Maria Taylor
mtaylor11@schools.nyc.gov 
mtaylor@johndeweyhighschool.org 
 
Course Description: This is the senior most course in our Theatre Strand. We will explore playwriting 
through playwriting itself, reading articles and diverse plays from different time periods. We will research 
and write, and peer edit, and rewrite. This course will be heavy writing and reading, some at school and 
some at home. We will have at least two full 30 minute plays/episodes written during the term, among 
many other smaller writings. Theatre History starts in Ancient Greece, through Shakespeare’s Elizabethan 
period, and then in Europe the modern movement in response to the World Wars. In America, after the 
Wars, we move into a postmodern movement, including Theatre of the Absurd and of the Oppressed. Plus 
musical theatre is an entirely American artform. Participation is the key to success in this class.  Last but 
not least, enjoy yourself and have fun.  

Students will  
 
-identify and analyze various genres of theatre over various time periods throughout history 
-collaborate with others to explore works/create new works 
-compare and contrast various genres/time-periods/playwrights 
-identify various styles and techniques  
-be exposed to various career paths in the entertainment industry  
-learn about the Aristotelian Arc of Dramatic Structure and apply to their own writing  
-explore their own writer’s voice, character and plot development, and different genres/styles 
 
 
Grading based on:  
Attendance/ Punctuality……… ……………………………………………………………………   30% 
Participation………………………………………………………………………………………....   25% 
Written work……….……………………………………………………………………..………….   25% 
Midterm and Final Project.……………………………………………………………………….   20% 
 
Expectations: Attendance counts. If you miss class, you will find our work in our Google classroom. 
Please advise me of any issues you may be experiencing, at home or in school or otherwise, that might 
affect your work. Theatre is a collaborative effort, and any time spent away from our ensemble is not 
conducive to creation. Participation in the full class discussion and any group work is required for a good 
grade. Any cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a call home and FAILURE of the 
assignment. In college, plagiarism will get you kicked out. In real life, you will be sued.  

Google Classroom: We will be using your laptop or device daily, so always bring it to school and back 
home with you. We will not be using much paper this year, so be prepared to submit your writing 
assignments online. We will also read other classmates work often, so come ready to give constructive 
feedback online or in person. Feedback is the best way to hone your writing.  

Physical Classroom: Because of COVID-19, we must keep physical distance from one another. You will 
enter through the front door and exit through the backdoor every time. You must wear your mask at all 
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times. Seats will skip two desks between students. I must keep the air conditioners on and windows open 
as much as possible. Please wash your hands often or use hand sanitizer when you cannot wash. And if 
you are sick, PLEASE STAY HOME! 

 
 
PLAYWRITING/ CURRICULUM PLAN- Subject to change  
 
Unit 1: Setting the Stage: Ensemble Building 

What do we already know about theatre? What do we want to know? 
Terminology, Inquiry, Warm Ups, Collaboration, Tableaux, Director/Actor 
Who is the playwright? What is their job? 

Writing Assignment #1: COVID-19 topics; monologue and two short scenes (1 page each) 
 
Unit 2: Greek Theatre 

Festival of Dionysus, Terms that come from Ancient Greece (Thespis, Proscenium, 
Chorus, Vomitorium, etc), Aristotle’s The Poetics 
Main text: Oedipus the King by Sophocles 
Writing Assignment #2- ADAPTING Oedipus to a modern story 
 

Unit 3: Elizabethan Theatre 
Slideshow of Elizabethan Theatre History, playwrights other than Shakespeare, and 
Shakespeare 
Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare  
Quiz 
 

Unit 4: American Playwrights 
Tennessee Williams’ Glass Menagerie or Streetcar Named Desire 
Neil Simon TBD Comedy; Lillian Hellman’s The Children’s Hour 
Amiri Baraka The Dutchman; August Wilson TBD  
Writing Assignment #3 
 

Unit 6: Post-Modern/Contemporary/ Ethnodrama 
Anna Deveare Smith Fires in the Mirror 
McMillan’s Lungs  
Writing Assignment #4 
 

Unit 7: Musical Theatre 
Rodgers and Hammerstein canon: Oklahoma, South Pacific, King & I, Carousel 
Modern Musical Theatre 
Writing Assignment #5 

 
 


